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shouting brisk orders that none block the traffic and all
keep in step.
It is not, however, among the ranks of the learned pro-
fessions, among statesmen, business men or mechanics—
splendid as their contribution is—that the significance of
Barnardo's work is best gauged. Nor can it truly be appraised
by the fact that, among the Fifty Thousand are hundreds
of Sunday-school officials, a stalwart body of temperance
leaders, Grand Masters of many Fraternal Lodges, a fine
company of Church deacons, and not a few civic office
holders, including Reeves of townships and Mayors or
Mayoresses of towns. In a different direction must the
majesty of Barnardo's work be judged.
The author, in his book, Lord Shaftesbury and Social-Industrial
Progress,1 wrote:
"Wherever the pioneer work of the British Empire is being done to-day,
there, with shoulders to the wheel of progress, stand Barnardo boys, an
honour to the Institution that mothered them. The writer has been
engaged in social work on Canada's frontiers from ocean to ocean; he
has laboured among miners, lumber-men, fishermen, prospectors,
homesteaders, factory workers and railway builders; yet everywhere,
from East to West, on far-flung outposts, he has been confronted with
the endeavours of Barnardo boys . . . these frontiersmen toil in an
environment where no flag is flying and no drum is beating, but they
are, none the less, to be numbered among the true builders of Britain—
among the real heroes of Empire."
The above was an observation from first-hand experience
over a number of years; and deeper study of this subject
has intensified the admiration I then expressed. For, as our
review proceeds apace, we see that, among Barnardo's
Overseas Army, are thousands whose daily toil marks them
as frontiersmen and adventurers: men whose lives are spent
in blazing the trail of progress. Among such are many who,
in the bowels of the earth, mine for coal, gold, silver, nickel
and other minerals; among them, too, are hundreds of
homesteaders, ranchers and cow-boys, of fire-rangers and
* Third and Popular English Edition, 1928, Allen & Unwin, London.

